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from the desk of the President...
Here you go..........

Dave Starcevich
President

Can you believe it's "Show Time" already? In just a few weeks we'll be performing "Hooray For Hollywood" for the
Musicians Club and our annual show at
the Sundial. It seems like just yesterday
we started rehearsing for this show and
"waalaa" here we are...........
I'm excited that we've been able to recruit
some new singers into our chapter and
look forward to their performing with
us. Every week we're sounding better
and seem to have more confidence and
pleasure
getting
ready for
our
shows. Needless to say the quicker we
learn the songs the better we sound and
the better sound, the happier we look
and perform on stage.
I'm also looking forward to seeing all of
the costumes you've chosen to wear to
represent those famous actors of yesteryear.
Remember, the shows not over till the
Fat Lady Sings so let's go out there and
show ‘em who we are.......
"AND LETS HAVE SOME FUN"
Dave Starcevich - Your Humble President

Bill Shaw
VP Music

Gene Brandwein
Secretary

Bob Thompson
Treasurer

Ray Bizzigotti
Bob Taylor
VP Programming

Ron Sonnenleiter
VP Chapter Dev.

Jack McGill
VP Marketing
2016 Plateau A Champions

Bob Geinosky
VP Communications

Grant Fox
2017 Dir at Large

Bud Hesterman
2018 Dir at Large

Duke Jensen
2019 Dir at Large

Bill Says:
Stay on Top of The Pitch
Dave Says:
Follow The Tempo

Larry Says:
Connect Your Words
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Congratulations to
Bob Geinosky as 2017
Barbershopper of the Year.

To those with birthdays in Feb
& Mar, Happy Birthday

"Hey buddy How late does
the chorus sing?"
"Oh, about a half a beat
behind the director."

ABOUT THE ANNUAL
DESERTAIRES JNSTALLATION DINNER
What a great Installation Dinner. As usual, the drinks were
fantastic and the meal superb. Over 75members and their
guests enjoyed the food, drink, and Music of “High Priority”
and the Sweet Adelines. We thank them for the super entertainment.

* ON WITH THE SHOW *
2017 Annual DesertAires Show
February 19, 2017

Hooray For Hollywood Spectacular
Continue to practice at home. Come to rehearsal prepared
to refine each song in our program as our directors visualize them. For the audience and yourself.
Sing with Feeling ! !
Newsletter Editor
Bob Geinosky
rgeinosky@gmail.com

Suggestions?
Complaints?

Send articles to Bob Taylor bobtaylor55@gmail.com
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Scheduled Events
February 8, 2017

2017 Stardust Show
2017 Annual Show
2017 Arizona Contest

February 19, 2017
April 21, 2017

Photo by
Georgia
Moses

The DesertAires
Barbershop
Chorus
2017
Version
AZ Division Convention
MESA HIGH SCHOOL
April 21. 2017

1630 E Southern Ave • Mesa, AZ 85204

Harmony Platoon • Arizona Division Chorus & Quartet Contests and District Prelims • Show of
Champions • Afterglow • Hospitality Rooms

Reprinted with permission from “Senior Moments for 2017”
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2016 International Senior Quartet Champions
Formed in April of 2014, and with only four rehearsals under their belts,
High Priority won the AZ SENIORS QUARTET CHAMPIONSHIP of the
BARBERSHOP HARMONY SOCIETY on May 3rd, 2014, then in the October FAR WESTERN DISTRICT contest won FWD SENIORS QUARTET honors. In January 2015 HP traveled to New Orleans to compete in
the BHS INTERNATIONAL SENIORS QUARTET contest. To their elation, they came in at 2nd place; and received SILVER MEDALS.
In October 2015 at the Fall Convention, High Priority was again chosen
to represent the Far Western District at the BHS INTERNATIONAL SENIORS QUARTET contest in Reno. On January 30, 2016, before a huge
crowd at the Peppermill Resort, High Priority stole the show with their
stunning renditions of Stormy Weather and Mean to Me, and took top
honors to become the 2016 INTERNATIONAL SENIORS QUARTET
CHAMPION.

Thank you
For Hosting
The
DesertAires
Installation Dinner
(Fraser Brown filled in
for an ailing Byron Bennett. He was also the
lead in former Sr.
Champs "Audacity")

Thank you for your
wonderful job at our
Installation Dinner

High Priority
2016 International Senior Quartet Champions
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High Priority Quartet
Ray Estes - Tenor
Ray hails originally from California and has been singing Barbershop harmony for
over 35 years. With a Bachelor of Music Education degree from Northern Arizona
University, he's extremely knowledgeable regarding the musical arts (just ask him).
Ray directed a Tucson Barbershop chorus for several years, and, singing Tenor or
Baritone he's been a key element of many excellent quartets in the Phoenix and Tucson areas. The long list of quartets he's been a part of is too numerous to name here,
including ones that competed on the International Stage. Suffice to say he's a popular guy in the quartet world (or locally, anyway).
Byron Bennett - Lead
Byron sang his first solo at a Hinton, IA school auditorium at the impressionable age
of five, followed by a standing ovation and encore. He was hooked. Byron received
vocal training at Morningside College and sang with numerous ensembles and theater groups. Byron has sung in fine Far West District quartets (some with HP's Ray
Estes) including Saguaro Sound, Vocal Command, and Legacy. He is best known as
Lead of Audacity Quartet, Barbershop Harmony Society's 2009 International Senior
Quartet Champions. With Audacity Byron also competed in the regular International
competition in 2009 and 2010. His passion for musical artistry and vocal excellence
shine through in every performance.
Mark House - Baritone
Mark discovered barbershop harmony through his wife Joann, a member of Sweet
Adelines International. In 2001 he joined the Phoenix chapter of SPEBSQSA (now
BHS), the Phoenicians chorus, and has served in multiple capacities there, including
time as a Baritone section leader. Mark quickly developed a love for quarteting, and
in his first year was singing in a mixed quartet with his wife, a "performance quartet",
and with Rhythm & Rhapsody Quartet, which won both AZ/SoNV/Utah Division and
Far Western District Novice honors in 2002. Since then he's sung in several quartets,
including the popular PHX! Quartet. High Priority is Mark's first venture into the Seniors category of quarteting, and some say his dashing silver hair adds an air of distinction to the quartet's appearance!
Dan Davenport - Bass
Unlike Byron, Dan started singing later in life (2nd grade), and was always in school
choirs. Dan's dad Lew joined the Phoenicians Barbershop Chorus during Dan's high
school years, and Dan attended a Phoenix show in 1973, "just to see Pop and his
hokey chorus." He was surprised and thrilled at what he saw and heard, and was immediately "hooked", joining the Barbershop Society soon after. Dan spent many
years singing Baritone in the chorus, and with quartets Positive Reaction, Gentlemen's Quarterly, The Promissory Notes (a Gospel group), and an earlier version of
the Vocal Edition. He moved to the Bass part with the OK Chorale, Sharpshooters,
Oasis, and Vocal Edition quartets. Dan's quartets have finished in the Far Western
District top 10 several times, and his deep Bass voice is well known in barbershop
circles.
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A Few Thoughts About War and Music
By
Major Vernon D. (Bud) Hesterman USAF (Ret)
Let me tell you a little bit about the Republic F-105. This big beautiful
airplane was developed during the 1950's at the height of the cold war between
the United States and the Soviet Union. The concept at that time was that the age
of limited warfare was over and from now on we would only be engaged in full
out nuclear war of total destruction. The F-105 was designed jointly along with
the MK 43 variable yield atomic bomb, and even had a bomb bay specifically
sized to fit that weapon.
I first saw the airplane at the World Congress of Flight at Nellis in 1958.
My reaction was, “Holy smoke, (or something like that) I'd sure like to fly that
big, powerful and fast machine.” Well, five years later, in 1963, my wish came
true. I was back at Nellis TDY from Itazuke, Japan checking out in that awesome piece of flying art. I loved it from the very beginning, but admit to a little
bit of acrophobia the first time I climbed the ladder to the cockpit and realized I
was a good ten feet above the tarmac.
I returned to Itazuke, and then the Wing moved to Yokota. However
much of my time was spent on temporary duty either to Korea or Southeast
Asia. My duty in Korea consisted in living with airplanes loaded with nuclear
bombs. We had targets in communist countries and we were able to go from a
sound sleep to engine start and ready to taxi within a fifteen minute time period.
If they would have opened the gates, and if I would have received the
proper authentication, I would have taxied out, taken off, gone to my assigned
target and dropped my very real weapon of mass destruction. I had no feelings
of hatred or animosity toward the hundreds, or maybe thousands, or even hundreds of thousands of people who might be instantly killed, or who might die
horrible deaths years later as a result of the radiation from my bomb drop. I
would have dropped my bomb because it was what I had been trained to do and
what my country asked me to do, and I would have done it to the best of my
ability.
For the complete text of this article
Please go to our website, Member’s Home Page and download or read the entire PDF file

" DON'T WORRY ABOUT TOMORROW,
YOU DID THAT YESTERDAY"
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