Desert Aires

Barbershop Chorus

ENTERTAINING THE WEST VALLEY

from the desk

— of the President...

Many thanks to Bob Geinosky for resurrecting this monthly
newsletter! | think this is a great way for us to keep in touch
with all Desert Aires members, especially during the summer
months when our snowbirds are up in the northern climes.

We had another successful Annual Show in February, and we
are looking forward to what the Music Team has in store for
into 2025. Our annual Singing Valentines campaign was a bit
smaller than previous years, but was a success nonethe-
less. Many thanks to Randy Payne for his help. If there are
any others willing to help organize for next year, please let me
know!

| also want to thank the team that put together our spring pic-
nic, which was a lot of fun. I’'m hoping we can make this an
annual event where we can enjoy the company of each other
and our significant others after each of our annual shows.

Let’s all wish our snowbirds safe travels home. The rest of us
will break out the sunblock and keep pushing on through the
summer!

Get off the paper

(It takes some effort, but it’s worth

it.)
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" Overtones — What are they and why are
they important

]
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Although there is some debate about the definition of “sound”,
for our purposes we’ll define it as a vibration of airwaves. When

arockis dropped into a swimming pool, the ripples radiate outward. That

is basically how sound hits our ear. The vibration caused by an event bends

the airwaves and our ear sends the signal to the brain. The brain then tells

us what type of sound itis.

When singing, we produce a steady vibration of air caused by the air in the
lungs passing through or vocal folds which open and close rapidly at a cho-
sen frequency. We choose that frequency as we sing different pitches. But
do you know that you are producing many mor pitches than the one you are
singing? Yep! You are singing many notes that are usually inaudible.

The note we sing is called the fundamental. The notes that are naturally
produced above the fundamental are called overtones or harmonics. The
structure of our mouth and vocal tract indicates the degree to which each
overtone is audible.

In barbershop, we tune and balance chords so that we maximize the oppor-
tunity for certain overtones to be heard. Forinstance, octaves and fifths
have common overtones that are reinforced when sung in tune and with a
certain resonance. Thirds and barbershop (minor) sevenths have conflict-
ing overtones, so often we minimize the volume of these notes related to
the chord. Tenors often sing thirds and sevenths and, therefore, are usually
lowest in volume. Barbershop is unique in that we continuously monitor
both tuning and balance to get the best “ringing” sound.

Happy Birthday to Grant Fox — 7th, Gunner Varga— 9th, and Bob Gorman— 22nd

Happy Barbershop Quartet Day
April 11th
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Contest  Attire— Long
sleeve white shirt, red bow
tie, red vest, black pants,
black shoes and black
socks.
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