from the desk

of the President...

Welcome to May, and here comes the heat!!

We successfully performed in the 2024 Arizona division conven-
tion, and we’ve shown once again that the Desert Aires are
strong, well-coached, and a force in the Division. Adam Kauf-
man (District VP) thanked me for our hosting support and re-
marked that everything went very smoothly. | want to thank all
the volunteers who helped make it a great success.

We also wish our snowbirds safe travels back to the Northern
climes, and we look forward to seeing them again in the
fall. We’'re trying to figure out a way to record our summer re-
hearsals and post them on YouTube so those who are absent
can keep up with our repertoire additions. We anticipate a busy
fall/winter schedule, so there won’t be a lot of time for our re-
mote folks to catch up without summertime practicing at
home. If anyone is familiar with recording and posting videos on
YouTube, please reach out myself or Gunner Varga.
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The Judging Categories
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Barbershop contest judging has evolved
through the years. Our current system
is made up of three categories: Musicality, Per

va,

has their own particular lens through which they view a performance, there is

formance, and Singing. Although each category

also some overlap. All judges assess the level of a group by the amount of cohe-
sive lock and ring they have. Lock and ring basically means how well a group
sings in a resonant way and tunes and balances chords. Lock and ring is the hall-
mark of the barbershop style.

Following is an overview of each category.

The Musicality category evaluates the musicianship demonstrated in bringing
the song and arrangement to life. The technical elements of the category are
harmonic integrity and execution. Harmonic integrity has a vertical component
which evaluates how well your chords stack up and ring and a horizontal com-
ponent which evaluates how the chord progression fits the barbershop style.
Artistic Musicality components are “delivery” and “development”, which is how
well you make each song compelling and interesting throughout, and
“embellishment” which are swipes, echoes, backtime, and other barbershoppy
things.

The Singing category evaluates the pleasing effect of in-tune singing from voic-
es that are free and resonant, free from difficulties and individual distractions.
Basically how you sing individually and how your singing effects the ringing bar-
bershop sound. This includes precise intonation, tone production, and unified
execution. Although some of this is also evaluated in the Musicality category,
the Singing judge evaluates the root cause of voice issues and Musicality evalu-
ates the musical result of voices.

The Performance category evaluates the degree to which a performance cre-
ates an entertaining experience or effect on the audience. Terms such as believ-
ability, creativity, authenticity, and other descriptors are used to characterize
the performance. When a performer accesses aspects of their own unique per-
sonality and/or behaviors, it creates a natural, expressive nature to many of the
musical, vocal, or physical components. At the highest levels, the performance
appears effortless, spontaneous, and consistently captivating to the audience.
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Word has it on the street
The Desert Aires are continuing to amaze all parties. This rag - fag
group of senior citizens are non-stop showing the entertainment
community that they are capable of producing quality music for
their audiences. The Desert Aires posted a 69 in the Singing Cate-
gory for the first time in memory at the Far Western District Arizona
Division Convention held on April 20th.

Look out 70's. We’re coming for you.

And these disciplined seniors not only can do it but will do it.

Official Scores for Arizona Division Convention
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If you have any changes to your address and/or phone number, please go to Chior Genius and change them
in your profile. (Or if you don’t have a ten year old grand child to help you, send me an email, I'll change it
for you.)

Happy May Birthday to Jim Schaefer-6th, Jim Skinner-28th, Ted Dumbauld-29th,
and Smiley McGinnis-30th

Editor—Bob Geinosky
rgeinosky@gmail.com

Comments Or compiaints




If any of us old-timers remember, follow-up to that story. Dr. Clare
the below article first appeared in F. McCreary joined Chapter Eter-
the April 2017 issue of the then  nal on November 15, 2023 at the
Desert Aires newsletter. Thisisa age of 107.

Although the Desert Aires does not have anyone even close to Clare
McCreary’s age. = We do have and have had many with the same
enthusiasm.

What does “Happy at 100" look like? Clare McCreary

tells you! — A Baritone  On YouTube https://youtu.be/
GE88v77-WR4 Click on this link or copy and

Desert Airés The Desert Aires Board of Directors has decided to

Barbershop Chorus

[ENTERTAINING THE WEST VALLEY

share our entertaining music with our community.
The chapter will provide a free performance with a community sen-
ior facility or school at no cost on any fifth Tuesday . Our first per-
formance was at Monticito Senior Living on April 30

\ccidentals

Temporary alterations to the pitch of

Without Music
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If appearing in the music, apart from use
in the key signature, these symbols are
called accidentals.

# Sharp
Raises a note one half step.

X Double-sharp
Raises a note two half steps.
b Flat

Lowers a note one half step.

H) Double-flat
Lowers a note two half steps. Notice that
the flats touch, forming one symbol.

: Natural
Cancels any of the above, whether
indicated in the key signature or as an
accidental.




