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ENTERTAIMWG THE WEST VALLEY

from the desk

of the President...

Hey everyone!

Spring is in full swing, and so are we! As we step into May, I want to
wish our snowbirds safe travels as they head back into the northern
climes. We will be introducing new songs into our repertoire over the
summer months, so it will be very important for everyone to practice so
we don’t lose momentum in the fall. As we all know, the learning
tracks are excellent tools for this. I also want to welcome our two
newest members, Greg Layne and Steve Lahn! We are delighted that
you have joined us and we look forward to ringing chords with you!
This month, let’s keep the momentum going—focus on the vocal
production methods that Cary’s plan has taught us. Whether you’re a
Lead, Bass, Bari, or Tenor, you each bring something special to our
sound. Let’s keep having fun and lifting each other up. Barbershop
isn’t just about singing—it’s about community, connection, and joy.
See you all at rehearsal—ready to ring some chords!

In harmony,

Rich
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MEMBER

Mike Wantanabe

I was made in Japan, but born in Omaha, Nebraska in August 1933. I lived
in Omabha for about 73 years and thought I would never leave. While there,
I sang in church choirs and sang solos for weddings and other social
events. [ started singing in 8th grade and been singing ever since. I sang in
a barbershop chorus for about three months and enjoyed it.

Formal education got me through Omaha University where 1 worked for
three different degrees. After that, I had to work for a living.

I spent two years in the U.S. Army after the Korean War but before Viet
Nam. So I was fortunate not to go into battle. I spent most of my service
time in Fort Polk, Louisiana. 1 tried to get stationed to Japan, but my
application ended up in a waste basket.

After Omaha, Judie and I moved to Sun City West, AZ. 1 have been a

Desert Aire for 17 years now.
Mike sings Lead and also sings solo at Christmastime
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HAPPINESS IS

...Singing
in a choir.

for more visit www.dailyhappyquotes.com



A big welcome to our two newest members
Both Sing Bass

Steve Lahn Greg Layne

%

If you haven’t already, introduce yourself and make them feel at home.
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BARBEREHOP QUARTETS

the best of
BARBERS/ HOP

Update

On March 24, Off The Clock went to Trivium Academy in
Goodyear to perform for them and illustrate how a professional
quartet does it. Trivium were preparing for their upcoming show
Music Man.

I received the following email and thought I would share it with all.
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Far Wésté;r*h District

Arizona Division
. Convention

Phoenix, Arizona

5601 N. 16th St, Phoenix Arizona
n

Announcement from Far Western District

Join us for the 2025 FWD Arizona Division Convention the weekend of May 2-4. We are
thrilled to be holding this event at The Madison Center for the Arts, a state of the art
performance hall in Phoenix, Arizona. Get ready for a weekend filled with incredible music,
exciting performances, and unforgettable memories. Whether you're a seasoned barbershop
enthusiast or simply enjoy harmonious melodies, this convention is perfect for everyone. We
can’t wait to see you there!

We will award Quartet and Chorus champions, Novice and Senior Quartet champions,
Plateau A/AA/AAA Chorus champions; Youth and Super Seniors Quartets can compete at
this event, but awards for these classifications will not be given until all five FWD division
contests have completed. Additionally, this event will be used to qualify quartets and
choruses for the Fall District contests coming up in October.

Location: The Madison Center for the Arts
5601 N. 16" St, Phoenix

Attire: Black Slacks, socks & shoes
Any combination of white, black or red.
Long sleeved shirt, optional long or bow tie
Optional vest

Logistics: 9:00am — arrive to get registered & collect badge
9:45am — congregate in lobby
10:05am — 10:35 Warm-up room
10:45 (approx) — Performance
12:15pm — 1:15pm Feedback sessions.

We suggest you bring along something to eat or snack on after our performance

Please turn off all cell phones on during Contest
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I'M JUST HONEST
AND MY MOUTH
HAS NO FILTER

Editor—Bob Geinosky
rgeinosky@gmail.com
Comments Or complaints




