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w I grew up in Cedar Falls, Iowa, and attended the University of Northern 

Iowa.  My senior year in high school, I was introduced to barbershop by my choral 
director.  The quartet he put together all went to the University and sang together for the 
next 4 years.  During that time, I also directed the local barbershop chorus (Twin Town 
Chorus) and directed a church choir.  I met my wife, Nancy, when we were sophomores 
and got married after graduation.  I then attended the University of Iowa Medical 
College in Iowa City and directed the ñOld Capitol Chorusò for the 4 years of medical 
school.  We moved to Grand Rapids, Michigan, for my internship and then on to 
Manchester, NH, where I was Chief Medical Officer for the AFEES (doing induction 
and enlistment physicals) while I was serving in the Air Force.  I joined the Granite 
Statesmen Chorus in Nashua, NH, during those 2 years and soon found myself directing 
that chorus.

After I got out of the Air Force, we moved back to Grand Rapids for my 
residency in Obstetrics and Gynecology.  After residency, I joined a local medical 
practice and stayed in Grand Rapids practicing OB-GYN for 34 years..  Two years after 
residency, we were part of a ñNew Churchò development, and I soon became the choir 
director that I did for the next 20 years.  Then, I decided to get back into barbershop and 
joined the Great Lakes Chorus in 1997.  I sang in several quartets, and for the first time, 
I sang Lead in a quartetðthat was a new experience after singing Baritone for 
years!  One of the quartets was ñWildcardòð(I went back to baritone again) and we 
won our Pioneer District contest and qualified for International.  Over the next 6 years, I 
was assistant director and later front-line director for the Great Lakes Chorus.

I retired from my practice in 2009 and did ñLocum Tenensò for 3+ years working 
in Alaska, New Zealand, and Lake Geneva, WI.  While in Wisconsin, I was baritone 
section leader with the Midwest Vocal Express.  Then, I REALLY retired and we started 
coming to AZ.  I sang with the Spirit of Phoenix for 4 years, they had an abundance of 
baritones and coerced me into singing lead.  After the ñsplitò I sang with the Phoenicians 
until these 3 guys approached me to sing in a quartet with them and join the Desert 
Aires.  And, here I am!!!

Curt is VP of the Music Team, sings lead, and steps in to direct when Cary is unavailavble

Curt Struyk 
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