esert Aires

Barbershop Chorus

from the desk

of the President...

Hello, Harmony Makers!

As we step into June, summer is officially on the horizon—and so
are some exciting opportunities for music and camaraderie! We
had a great time competing at last month’s Arizona Division
contest, even scoring some 70’s!! Each year we continue to
improve and have a lot of fun doing it. Whether we’re rehearsing,
performing, or just enjoying each other’s company, let’s
remember what brought us here: the love of harmony and the joy
of singing together.

Let’s keep the energy high, continue supporting one another, and
make every rehearsal count. If you’ve been thinking about
inviting a friend to visit rehearsal, now’s a great time—Ilet’s keep
growing both musically and in community.

Here’s to a June full of sunshine, song, and strong barbershop

chords!
-Rich
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Barbershop is Growing!

We’ve come a long way. The journey to preserve barbershop has not
been a linear process. Barbershop music originated in African
American culture and was thriving in the late 1800s and early 1900s.
During the days of minstrel shows white professional quartets became
popular. Due to the infusion of white traditions and the limitations of
recording abilities, some of the African American style traditions were
lost. White men had the means to bring barbershop into the

mainstream.

Vaudeville shows were popular through the early 1930s. By that time, barbershop quartet
popularity was waning. Likely, barbershop music would have vanished if it weren’t for the
emergence of the SPEBSQSA (Society for the Preservation and Encouragement of
Barbershop Quartet Singing in America). The long acronym poked fun at the many acronyms
being used at the time, especially in government organizations. Some old barbershoppers
think that SPEBSQSA means Some People Especially Baritones Should Quit Singing
Altogether! I digress.

When O.C. Cash and Rupert Hall held the initial meeting of barbershopper singers in 1938,
they did not imagine the organization would persevere into 2025. But it almost didn’t. Since
Jim Crow laws were the norm, Black men were not allowed to join the Society even though it
was their music on which the music was based.

Eventually the Society opened membership to all races, yet it was still only a fraternal

organization. Barbershop experienced a steady decline from 1990 through 2021, with steep
decline due to COVID. Since 2022, Society membership has been increasing, but why?

After 18 months of research and member surveys, in 2017, BHS launched its new strategic
vision, Everyone in Harmony. In 2018, it was implemented. This gave anyone and everyone
the ability to join BHS. This caused both loss and gains. Some of those who wanted to remain
men-only, left the organization. This was a calculated known risk. On the positive side, many
non-males immediately joined. Within a short amount of time, membership began to steadily
grow

Allowing all to join opened doors that were previously closed. We are becoming a resource
for educators, youth, seniors, and the global choral community. Midwinter has had a
resurgence in participation from youth and seniors and is now a more prominent event for
barbershop enthusiasts. Between approximately April 2023 and April 2024, 1500 people
joined BHS. Last year’s International Convention boasted the highest attendance (5,557)
since 2016, not to mention the thousands who watched via livestream.

The influx in membership allows BHS to fund more programs that benefits its members.
Barbershop schools, conventions, contests, and performances are thriving. We’ve come a
long way and there’s no end in sight!

Cary

32 year member of BHS

BHS Musicality judge since2010

Director of a senior men’s chorus, the Desert Aires of the Sun Cities AZ Chapter
2024 DesertAires Barbershopper of the Year

Director of a 160 member community chorus for 20 years

Director of a women’s a cappella chorus, Wicked Pitch of the West
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The 2025 Far Western District Fall Convention is a must-attend event for all
music enthusiasts! Join us October 9-12, 2025 at Saroyan Theatre in Fresno,
California for a weekend filled with incredible performances and exciting

mm{ilg?ﬁ,{,:f'mm activities hosted by Fog City!

Get ready to experience the best of a cappella music as talented groups from all over the
region gather to showcase their Ski11o Fram hraathtal-ina harmmaniac ta cnnl of;w;ﬂg
melodies, you'll be captivated by the she

But the fun doesn't stop there! This is v 0
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just starting out, there's something for ev

Make new friends and connect with fe a
friendly and welcoming atmosphere, this convention is the perfect place to network and
build lasting relationships.

So mark your calendars and join us at the 2025 Far Western District Fall Convention for an
unforgettable weekend of music and camaraderie. We can't wait to see you there!

ALL EVENTS ARE RESERVED SEATING***ADA Seating ***ADA Compliant
wheelchair spaces (labeled '-W') are available for those with special needs as well as
adjacent companion seats (labeled '-C'). Use Promo Code "ADA" to unlock those seats for
selection.

Advance Registration closes September 30 at 11:59 PM

How shall we celebrate? Will 2026 be our 30th or 50th Anniversary. Due to our former
bank citing ridiculous hoops which they wanted us to jump through to add our new treasurer
as a signatory to our banking account, I started on a journey to learn more about our
cherished group. We are the Sun Cities Chapter SPEBSQSA, a non-profit organization
D101 (chartered with the ‘current’ Barbershop Harmony Society) which was established in
May of 1996. However the Desert Aires Barbershop Chorus originated in September 1976
with just eight dedicated men. It is true that the Sun Cities Chapter D-101 is the entity
officially recognized by the Barbershop Harmony Society and the State of Arizona, but we
can’t forget those eight (as of now) unknown men (can anyone help identify the eight) who
had the vision and determination to establish that which we are today. Should we celebrate
and declare 2026 as a special year for our organization? Should we honor the vision of those
eight men? OR Should we just say that we are content to accept the date that we were
officially chartered? I leave that question to you.

Special thanks to Aaron Burleson for his helpful info







