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My earliest memories of music are the four part a cappella singing at church, 
and enjoying music on the radio from groups like the Mills Brothers and the 
Andrews Sisters. I realized at an early age that an accidental in the alto or tenor 
affected the “flavor” of the music.

My musical training consisted of playing the trumpet from fifth grade through 
high school and a year of piano lessons at age 11. Over the years I have 
enjoyed singing in the church choir.  Currently I am singing in a retirement 
community chorus and gospel quartet.

My Barbershop experience didn’t start until I retired.  My daughter let me know 
that if I was going to retire, I needed to find some activities to keep me busy!  I 
thought, I’ve always wanted to try Barbershop.  I decided to stop in and see if I 
could watch a Desert Aires rehearsal, not expecting to participate.  Director Bill 
Shaw said, “What part do you sing?” I said, “Anything but the high tenor!” He 
said, “I’m going to sit you in the lead section next to Mike!”

That was 8 years ago.  Since then, I have enjoyed many concerts, several 
contests, and singing with the Sun Cities School Board Quartet (Rainbow 
Quartet.)  I also enjoy wood-shedding.

A big thanks to directors Bill Shaw and Dave Moses, and to every chorus 
member that has welcomed me into the group. Also many thanks to Cary Burns, 
who has taught me so much about music and singing, and has given me pep 
talks when I  have doubts about whether I can really do this!  I think I’ll stick 
around for a while!!

Jim sings Lead in the chorus and tenor in his quartet 
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