Desert Aires

Barbershop Chorus

from the desk

of the President...

Hi guys,

The July desert heat is upon us! I hope you’re all staying cool and enjoying
some well-deserved time with family, friends, and fun. Whether you’re
traveling, relaxing, or just humming a tag by the pool, I encourage you to
keep music close to your heart. As we look ahead, now is a great time to
focus on our goals for the fall season. Let’s work on “getting off the paper”
for our core repertoire songs, use every rehearsal to improve our sound,
strengthen our fellowship, and prepare for upcoming performances. Let’s
keep showing up, standing tall, and singing strong — your voice matters!

If you’ve been away, we can’t wait see you back soon. If you’ve been
consistent, thank you — your dedication shows. And remember, we’re
always recruiting, so spread the word to any men you know who might love
to sing with a great group of guys. Let’s make July a month of music,
momentum, and meaningful connection.

In harmony,

- Rich
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A Brief History of Barbershop

In historic African culture, singing was often accompanied by parallel
harmonies that added harmony to the melody as it rose and fell. In doing
this, African culture built a foundation of singing chords. Another
African music feature is call and response. A leader would sing a line
and the rest would echo. Think about the song, “Sweet Adeline.” The
lead sings, “Sweet Adeline....” And the other parts echo in chords. It is no wonder that these
are a few of the elements that became barbershop harmony.

In the 1880s and 1890s, people of color harmonized the songs of the day which included fol
songs and spirituals. Certain harmonies emerged from this practice and these harmonies caugh
the ear of minstrel performers. White minstrel singers, often in blackface, parodied Blac
culture by imitating the Negro dialect and musical idiosyncrasies.

As the genre grew, white quartets began recording their songs. Black quartets could not afford,
or were not welcome, to record in studios. White quartets gradually added their idiosyncratic
flair and began adding the new songs of the day to their repertoire. These were the recordings
that were available to the public, so the public started to associate this new harmony practice
with white quartets.

You may ask why there are few Black folks singing barbershop considering it was thei
traditions upon which the genre was built. By the late 1930s, barbershop music in Black an
white culture had waned. It likely would have disappeared if it were not for the formation o
SPEBSQSA in 1938. During this time, groups such as the Shriners and the Elks disallowe
Black members. SPEBSQSA followed suit. Black barbershop quartets virtually died out o
turned to alternative repertoire like jazz and gospel.

In 1963, SPEBSQSA opened membership to men of all races. But many Black people didn’t,
and still don’t, feel comfortable or welcome. One reason is our classic barbershop repertoire.

Problematic repertoire that have lyrics disparaging Black folks and Black culture or that have
white-centric subjects keep in place a barrier that tells Black folks they are still no
welcome. For example, songs that glorify the old South, negates that horrific culture that was
taking place. The South was only good for white folks.

Have you noticed that we don’t sing Darkness on the Delta? Written in 1932, the original lyric
was, Fields of cotton all around me, Darkies singin’ sweet and low.” The song I’ve Bee
Working on the Railroad is still sung by quartets. Some of the original lyrics are, “Sing a song
o’ the city; Roll dat cotton bale; Niggah aint half so happy as when he’s out o’ jail.”

We’ve changed the lyrics to so many problematic songs, so everything’s okay, right? No. Jus
because some lyrics were changed doesn’t erase the horrific intent of the lyrics of the song. Bu
that is an entire subject in itself.

Thankfully, the Barbershop Harmony Society has done a lot of hard work to honor our past,

acknowledge our shortcomings, and strive to be welcoming to everyone.
32 year member of BHS
. . BHS Musicality judge since2010
What th]s World needs now 1S more harmony! Director of a senior men’s chorus, the Desert Aires of the Sun Cities AZ Chapter
2024 DesertAires Barbershopper of the Year
Director of a 160 member community chorus for 20 years
C ary Director of a women’s a cappella chorus, Wicked Pitch of the West
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| The 2025 Far Western District Fall Convention is a must-attend event for all
Pl ISP music enthusiasts! Join us October 9-12, 2025 at Saroyan Theatre in Fresno,
o California for a weekend filled with incredible performances and exciting

UG 1105 activities hosted by Fog City!

Get ready to experience the best of a cappella music as talented groups from all over the
region gather to showcase their skills. From breathtaking harmoniec #a conl ctiveine
melodies, you'll be captivated by the sheer talent on display.

But the fun doesn't stop there! This is much more than just a conte
includes a variety of classes being offered from seasoned professio
insights and techniques, leadership training, a roundtable for di
opportunities, and many other events being planned. Whether you't
just starting out, there's something for everyone.

Make new friends and connect with fellow music lovers who she
friendly and welcoming atmosphere, this convention is the perfect place to network and
build lasting relationships.

So mark your calendars and join us at the 2025 Far Western District Fall Convention for an
unforgettable weekend of music and camaraderie. We can't wait to see you there!

ALL EVENTS ARE RESERVED SEATING***ADA Seating ***ADA Compliant
wheelchair spaces (labeled '-W') are available for those with special needs as well as
adjacent companion seats (labeled '-C'). Use Promo Code "ADA" to unlock those seats for
selection.

Advance Registration closes September 30 at 11:59 PM

Senior Singers

If you're 55+ we invite you to join the official "FWD Senior Singers" Chorus and compete in the Fall
Contest!

Registration is now open for singers 55+ of all genders who are members of a Far Western District
chapter and want to sing at the Fall District Convention and Contest in Fresno, California on
October 9 - 12, 2025. Sign up Now ¢ Sing in the Fall

Go To: https://events.farwesterndistrict.org/fwd-fall-convention#fwd-senior-chorus

This esteemed group will be under the musical direction of Mr. Cary Burns. (Our Very Own)






