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                            Meet M.L. ñSmileyò McGinnis

Born and raised in a small farming community in South Dakota, 
M.L.ñSmileyò McGinnis has lived a life defined by resilience, 
purpose, and service. He enlisted in the U.S. Navy as a junior in 

high schoolðpartly inspired by Top Gunðand went on to become a record-setting 
Operations Specialist with a photographic memory.

Smileyôs life changed forever in 1988 when he survived a devastating 15-car pileup in 
San Diego. Though doctors told him heôd never walk again, Smiley defied the odds and 
proved them wrong. His unwavering determination carried him through multiple 
degrees, a successful career with Dale Carnegie, and over two decades of 
transformational leadership with the Boy Scouts of America, where he became known as 
ñThe Turnaround Guy.ò

Now semi-retired, Smiley is living his next passion: writing. His motivational book 
series, Lifeôs Stop Lights, uses the symbolism of red, yellow, and green lights to 
challenge readers to stop, reflect, and move forward with purpose. With Red Edition ï 
Whatôs Stopping You? published and Yellow Edition ï Whatôs Your Why? on the way, 
Smiley continues to inspire others with his hard-earned wisdom and relentless optimism.

When heôs not writing or speaking, Smiley enjoys singing Lead in the Desert Aires 
Chorus, woodworking, remodeling homes, and spending time with his wife of 30 years, 
Sarah. They have 3 grown children and 1 granddaughter.

Smiley is our youngest member and sings Lead 

August Birthdays

.ƻō DŜƛƴƻǎƪȅ мǎǘΣ ±ŀƴ .ǳǘƭŜǊ млǘƘΣ 
aƛƪŜ ²ŀƴǘŀƴŀōŜ мпǘƘΣ .ŀǊƴŜȅ .ŀǊƴƘŀǊǘ мсǘƘ 

YŜƴ /ƻǊƴǎ нмǎǘ

Making Us Proud With A Free Concert
Off The Clock

On July 2nd, the following email was received from Kerry Shull, Activities Director at Spring 
Gardens Peoria.  Hello Rich, I cannot thank you and your crew (enough) for coming here to 
perform for our residents. Yôall are the topic of their conversations.  Thank you again.  
Spring Gardens Senior Living is located at 26850 N. Lake Pleasant Pkwy in Peoria.     

We’re sorry to see Ken Corns go, but wish him the best 
in his future endeavors.  Thank you for all the hard work 
that you have done as a member of the Desert Aires.  
And a happy birthday wish on August 21st.
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The Sun Cities Chapter of the 
Barbershop Harmony Society 
also known as the Desert Aires 
is celebrating its 30th year in 
2026, bringing music in close 
harmony to the northwest 
valley.

The Desert Aires Chorus, 
began with just eight men in 
1976 prior to joining the 
Barbershop Harmony Society, 
and is celebrating its 50th year 
in 2026.

Please think of ways to honor 
the previous members of the 
Desert Aires Barbershop 
Chorus ��
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