Desert Aires

Barbershop Chorus

ENTERTAIMWG THE WEST VALLEY

from the desk

of the President...

Hello Gentlemen,

August is upon us — and with it, the final stretch of summer. While the
temps may still be high, I’'m proud to say so is the spirit of this chorus. Our
harmony, camaraderie, and commitment continue to shine brighter than ever.

We’ve added four new songs to our repertoire, Christmas Eve in My
Hometown - Come Go with Me - In My Room - Thanks for the Memory

The charts and learning tracks have been posted to Choir Genius. Please take
some time to download the music and tracks, and begin to learn them. The
sooner we “get off the spots”, the sooner we can perfect the musicality.

The fall and winter performance calendars are beginning to build....the
Montecito wants two performances, one in October and one in December.
I’m sure the Colonnade will want something, along with the Grandview
Terrace. More to follow....

As we look ahead to the fall season, now is the time to double down on our
focus — tighten our blend, polish our presentation, and prepare for any
performances on the horizon. Every rehearsal is a chance to grow -— not just
vocally, but as a brotherhood.

Also, let’s keep reaching out to those men in our community who need this
kind of connection. You never know who’s looking for purpose, friendship,
and a reason to sing again.

Stay hydrated, stay healthy, and as always — keep the whole world singing.

In Harmony,

Rich
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What Some Famous People Say About Music

Albert Einstein was born in Germany in 1879 and was a genius known
for countless scientific contributions. He was also an avid musician.
“Life without music is inconceivable to me,” he stated, “I live my
daydreams in music. I see my life in terms of music... I get most joy in
life out of music.”

About music, Martin Luther King said, “I have no pleasure in any man
who despises music”. As in all civil movements, music plays a large part. King also stated,
“Those who love music are gentle and honest in their tempers. I always loved music, and
would not, for a great matter, be without the little skill which I possess in the art.”

Gandhi stated that, “Music brings sweetness to the individual and to the social life of the
people.” He argued, “Dissemination of the knowledge of music among the people will greatly
help in controlling and stopping the noise which is a usual feature of public meetings in this
country.” I tend to agree. Sometimes more singing and less talking is the best way to bring
people together.

“Musical training is a more potent instrument than any other, because rhythm and harmony
find their way into the inward places of the soul” is attributed to Plato. I find this interesting
because it speaks about the learning process rather than simply listening.

Confucius said, ““Music produces a kind of pleasure which human nature cannot do without.”

In his autobiography, Charles Darwin stated, “If I had my life to live over again, I would have
made a rule to read some poetry and listen to some music at least once every week.”

Leo Tolstoy said, “Music is the shorthand of emotion.” And lastly, a tribute to Chuck
Mangione. Mangione was a jazz icon who played the flugelhorn and who passed away
recently on July 22, 2025. (Flugelhorn is kind of like and oversized trumpet.) Someone once
asked me, “if you could listen to only one song for the rest of your life, what would it be? I
immediately said, Feels So Good by Chuck Mangione. I played trumpet and other brass
instruments when I was in grade school and high school. I wore out his records and I knew
what every instrument was doing in every song. Feels So Good reached number 4 on the
Billboard Hot 100 chart in 1978. About the song he said, “I am glad that I wrote something
that brought joy to millions of people.” Mangione was nominated for a Grammy in 1979 for
Record of the Year, losing out to Just the Way You Are by Billy Joel. About music, Mangione
said, “Music is meant to be a beautiful thing.”

32 year member of BHS
Cary BHS Musicality judge since2010
Director of a senior men’s chorus, the Desert Aires of the Sun Cities AZ Chapter
2024 DesertAires Barbershopper of the Year
Director of a 160 member community chorus for 20 years
Director of a women’s a cappella chorus, Wicked Pitch of the West
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| The 2025 Far Western District Fall Convention is a must-attend event for all
Pl ISP music enthusiasts! Join us October 9-12, 2025 at Saroyan Theatre in Fresno,
a8 8 California for a weekend filled with incredible performances and exciting

UG 1105 activities hosted by Fog City!

Get ready to experience the best of a cappella music as talented groups from all over the
region gather to showcase their skills. From breathtaking harmonies to soul-stirring
melodies, you'll be captivated by the sheer talent on display.

But the fun doesn't stop there! This is much more than just a contest! Your registration also
includes a variety of classes being offered from seasoned professionals who will share their
insights and techniques, leadership training, a roundtable for directors, multiple singing
opportunities, and many other events being planned. Whether you're a veteran performer or
just starting out, there's something for everyone.

Make new friends and connect with fellow music lovers who share your passion. With a
friendly and welcoming atmosphere, this convention is the perfect place to network and
build lasting relationships.

So mark your calendars and join us at the 2025 Far Western District Fall Convention for an
unforgettable weekend of music and camaraderie. We can't wait to see you there!

ALL EVENTS ARE RESERVED SEATING***ADA Seating ***ADA Compliant
wheelchair spaces (labeled '-W') are available for those with special needs as well as
adjacent companion seats (labeled '-C'). Use Promo Code "ADA" to unlock those seats for
selection.

Advance Registration closes September 30 at 11:59 PM

T .
FWD Senior Singers
If you're 55+ we invite you to join the official "FWD Senior Singers" Chorus (Over 50 at this writing) and
compete in the Fall Contest Songs selected are “Thanks for the Memories” & “Only You”
Registration is now open for singers 55+ of all genders who are members of a Far Western District
chapter and want to sing at the Fall District Convention and Contest in Fresno, California on October 9
- 12, 2025. Sign up Now ¢ Sing in the Fall More Info to Follow.

Go To: https://events.farwesterndistrict.org/fwd-fall-convention#fwd-senior-chorus

This esteemed group will be under the musical direction of Mr. Cary Burns. (Our Very Own)






