from the desk

of the President...

Hello Desert Aires!

October always feels like a turning point. The long, hot days of summer are behind
us, the snowbirds return, and we begin in earnest to prepare for the upcoming
holiday season. This year is shaping up to be a busy one, with quite a few
performances already on our calendar. If you haven't already, please check into
Choir Genius and respond to our RSVP requests...it's important that we know in
advance how many of us will attend.

October is also the time when we will elect 2026 Board members. The following
positions are open for next year: President, VP Music, VP Membership, VP
Program, and 1 Member at Large. (Secretary and Treasurer are normally 2 to 3-year
assignments, so they are not planned to be on the ballot this year). The Member at
Large is also a 3-year assignment, with each year one of the three At Large Board
Members falling off. We will begin the process by accepting nominations over the
first three Tuesdays in October (10/7, 10/14, 10/21). On the 21st, we will vote.

As the holidays draw near, let's take October to strengthen our sound and spirit.
Every rehearsal, every smile, every chord we lock brings us one step closer to the
joy we'll share with our audiences.

Thank you for your commitment and friendship. Let's make this month a season of
harmony we’ll carry into the rest of the year.

In harmony,

Rich
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| decided to ask ChatGPT, a computer-generated response application,
some very important questions. Here are the answers.

Question 1: What is resonance in singing?

Al answer: In singing, resonance refers to the way sound vibrates and amplifies in the body
after it's produced by the vocal cords. It's what gives your voice richness, volume, and tonal
quality.

Why Resonance Matters

o

Projection: Helps your voice carry without straining

o

Tone quality: Adds richness, brightness, or warmth
o Vocal health: Good resonance means less tension and more efficient singing

o Style and expression: Different resonance choices help with genre/style (e.g. operatic vs.
pop)

Question 2: Can old people sing well?

Al Answer: Yes, older people can absolutely sing well! In fact, many singers' voices mature
beautifully over time, and some even develop new qualities as they age. However, just like
with any physical activity, the voice changes as we get older, and with that comes some
unique challenges and advantages.

Older singers might use slightly different techniques than they did when younger. For
instance, they may rely more on vocal placement (where they "feel" the sound in their body)
rather than forceful projection, and they may focus on tone quality rather than volume.

So, while the physical changes of aging can alter a voice, with practice and care, older
individuals can continue to sing beautifully—sometimes with even more depth and
expressiveness than before.

Question 3: How many yaks does it take to re of

Al Answer: Haha, that's an interesting question! Technically, yaks aren’t the go-to animals for
roofing—there’s no set number of yaks that could re-roof a house, since they’re not known for
roofing skills. However, if we’re playing along with the idea:

Yaks are strong animals, often used for carrying heavy loads in mountainous regions, but
they'd need a lot of help from humans to actually re-roof a house.

For the physical work, you’d need construction tools (like hammers, nails, and roofing
materials), which the yaks, impressive as they are, wouldn't exactly help with.

oy &SINJYSYGSNI 27 L{=z _
Ca adzaAOFtfé WdzZRIS aAyOS HAMAZ HAHN B a
Ty /21 OK FyYR | NN} y3ISNE L _
5ANBOG2NI 2F | aSyA2N YSy&sa sOK2AM S NI
SANBOG2NI 2F F 62YSyQa | OF LWISE €I AOT
SANBOG2NI 2N mMcn YSY6SNI O2YYdzyA F2I




a9a.9\l/

‘, Aut obiography of Teddi s (Ted)/2 bau
: Just call me Ted. \l/JV
| 9
I was born in 1934 to Her mapW Gr ¢
l ast in their family. We | ived on al f I n
work and many other attributes that HRa ui d

It was in a very small hi gh schoo I
girls chorus. I was fortunate to be]a t
Freshman year. I have been singingl]i rbi
choirs since that ti me I graduated]f HS
from Purdue University before servinjg 4 y
Mc Chord AFB in Tacoma, WA . I sang]| i ch
training and in 1958 | married my wilf ari
Mc Chor d.

Af ter an honorable discharge, I en ed
Il ndi ana and graduated in June, 1962 wi a «k
( BSME) . I have worked in the auto ind y
Johnson Controls which took wus to manu ur
and Mexico City, Sao Paul o, Brazil, Bu s A
many years in engineering and manageme

Retirement has all owed us to travel 6
United States with other RVers before cov
coming to Arizona, | attended a Desert es
with this great group of men for many s,
Through many years of singing, I hav ng
charter 2 choruses, one in Ohio and on n N
very enjoyable passion and it keeps me und

My interests over the years have b sSp
extended families, sports, woodworking adi
traveling.

We have I|ived in I ndiana, Washingto Ohi
City. We have been bl essed wi t h 4 I dr
grandchildren. '""aMeniceé¢edbanmay et loius H&ar . d |
another awesome winter with the Desert es
KEEP THE WHOLE WORLD SI NGI NG

Ted is a baritone and a t i me

Your Attention Pl e

The Sun Cities ChapterSoofettyheal Baor keowi ahrer
cel ebr athiyreqari tisn 2M2 6, bringing music in cl h a
Woul d you helfp way st @ ot thiomlor t he previous ers
Chorus
The Desert Aires Chor us, began with just h t
Har mony Society, and is celebrating its 50 ear



| The 2025 Far Western District Fall Convention is a must-attend event for all
Pl ISP music enthusiasts! Join us October 9-12, 2025 at Saroyan Theatre in Fresno,
a8 8 California for a weekend filled with incredible performances and exciting

UG 1105 activities hosted by Fog City!

Get ready to experience the best of a cappella music as talented groups from all over the
region gather to showcase their skills. From breathtaking harmonies to soul-stirring
melodies, you'll be captivated by the sheer talent on display.

But the fun doesn't stop there! This is much more than just a contest! Your registration also
includes a variety of classes being offered from seasoned professionals who will share their
insights and techniques, leadership training, a round table for directors, multiple singing
opportunities, and many other events being planned. Whether you're a veteran performer or
just starting out, there's something for everyone.

Make new friends and connect with fellow music lovers who share your passion. With a
friendly and welcoming atmosphere, this convention is the perfect place to network and
build lasting relationships.

So mark your calendars and join us at the 2025 Far Western District Fall Convention for an
unforgettable weekend of music and camaraderie. We can't wait to see you there!

ALL EVENTS ARE RESERVED SEATING***ADA Seating ***ADA Compliant
wheelchair spaces (labeled '-W') are available for those with special needs as well as
adjacent companion seats (labeled '-C'). Use Promo Code "ADA" to unlock those seats for
selection.

Advance Registration closes September 30 at 11:59 PM

T .
FWD Senior Singers
If you're 55+ we invite you to join the official "FWD Senior Singers" Chorus (Over 50 at this writing) and
compete in the Fall Contest Songs selected are “Thanks for the Memories” & “Only You”
Registration is now open for singers 55+ of all genders who are members of a Far Western District
chapter and want to sing at the Fall District Convention and Contest in Fresno, California on October 9
- 12, 2025. Sign up Now ¢ Sing in the Fall More Info to Follow.
Go To: https://events.farwesterndistrict.org/fwd-fall-convention#fwd-senior-chorus

This esteemed group will be under the musical direction of Mr. Cary Burns. (Our Very Own)

Check with www.farwesterndistrict.org for viewing options on youtube



2026 MIDWINTERICONVENHON

* PASADENA

JANUARY 13-18, 2026 * PASADENA, CALIFORNIA

DON'T MISS OUT

SHOWS & SPECIAL
REGISTER EVENTS HOTELS !u VENUES

YOU'LL LOVE OUR SHOWS!

TOP PERFORMERS ALREADY CONFIRMED—

= Lemon Squeezy

= Gimme Four

= First Take

= Full Effect

= The NewFangled Four
= Radiant

= The Westminster Chorus

Go To Barbershop. o
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LIFE IS SHORT. TIME IS FAST.
NO REPLAY. NO REWIND.
S0 ENJOY EVERY
EVERY MOMENT

The mind says “Yes” but the body
says “What the hell are you thinking?”

What are the rules for barbershop
music? First and foremost, no
instrumental accompaniment
whatsoever - just voices (which is
shared with all other a cappella
genres). Second, only and always
four vocal parts, a melody, and three
harmony parts. Third and unique to
the barbershop style, one of those
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