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I decided to ask ChatGPT, a computer-generated response application, 
some very important questions.  Here are the answers.

Question 1:  What is resonance in singing?

AI answer:  In singing, resonance refers to the way sound vibrates and amplifies in the body 
after it's produced by the vocal cords. It's what gives your voice richness, volume, and tonal 
quality.

·      Why Resonance Matters

o   Projection: Helps your voice carry without straining

o   Tone quality: Adds richness, brightness, or warmth

o   Vocal health: Good resonance means less tension and more efficient singing

o   Style and expression: Different resonance choices help with genre/style (e.g. operatic vs. 
pop)

Question 2:  Can old people sing well?

AI Answer:  Yes, older people can absolutely sing well! In fact, many singers' voices mature 
beautifully over time, and some even develop new qualities as they age. However, just like 
with any physical activity, the voice changes as we get older, and with that comes some 
unique challenges and advantages.

Older singers might use slightly different techniques than they did when younger. For 
instance, they may rely more on vocal placement (where they "feel" the sound in their body) 
rather than forceful projection, and they may focus on tone quality rather than volume.

So, while the physical changes of aging can alter a voice, with practice and care, older 
individuals can continue to sing beautifully—sometimes with even more depth and 
expressiveness than before.

Question 3:  How many yaks does it take to re-roof a house?

AI Answer:  Haha, that's an interesting question! Technically, yaks aren’t the go-to animals for 
roofing—there’s no set number of yaks that could re-roof a house, since they’re not known for 
roofing skills. However, if we’re playing along with the idea:

Yaks are strong animals, often used for carrying heavy loads in mountainous regions, but 
they'd need a lot of help from humans to actually re-roof a house.

For the physical work, you’d need construction tools (like hammers, nails, and roofing 
materials), which the yaks, impressive as they are, wouldn't exactly help with. 

Cary
оу ȅŜŀǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ .I{Σ 
aǳǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ WǳŘƎŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ нлмлΣ нлнп 5ŜǎŜǊǘŀƛǊŜǎ .ŀǊōŜǊǎƘƻǇǇŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊΣ 
/ƻŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜǊΣ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ƳŜƴΩǎ ŎƘƻǊǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǎŜǊǘŀƛǊŜǎ ƻŦ {ǳƴ /ƛǝŜǎΣ !½ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊΣ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ŀ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŀ ŎŀǇǇŜƭƭŀ ŎƘƻǊǳǎΣ ²ƛŎƪŜŘ tƛǘŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘΣ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻǊ ŀ мсл ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎƘƻǊǳǎ ŦƻǊ нл ȅŜŀǊǎ 

��



a 9 a . 9 w 

/ 
ƻ 
w 
b 
9 
w 

Autobiography of Teddis (Ted) Dumbauld

Just call me Ted.

I was born in 1934 to Herman and Grace as the seventh child and 
last in their family.  We lived on a farm in central Indiana where I learned the value of 
work and many other attributes that have guided me throughout my life.

It was in a very small high school that I started singing with a group of guys in a 
girls chorus. I was fortunate to be asked to sing in a Barbershop Quartet during my 
Freshman year.  I have been singing in barbershop choruses, quartets and in church 
choirs since that time.  I graduated from HS in 1952 and then earned an associate degree 
from Purdue University before serving my 4 years in the USAF, 3 of which were at 
McChord AFB in Tacoma, WA.   I sang in a chorus in the Air Force during basic 
training and in 1958 I married my wife, Marilyn, midway in my enlistment while at 
McChord. 

After an honorable discharge, I enrolled in Tri State University in Angola, 
Indiana and graduated in June, 1962 with a bachelor degree in mechanic engineering 
(BSME). I have worked in the auto industry for General Tire, Hoover Univeral and 
Johnson Controls which took us to manufacturing facilities in Indiana, Ohio, Michigan 
and Mexico City, Sao Paulo, Brazil, Buenos Aires, Argentina,  I retired in 1998 after 
many years in engineering and management.

Retirement has allowed us to travel to 6 continents, plus many places here in the 
United States with other RVers before discovering Sun City in 2007.  Soon after our 
coming to Arizona, I attended a Desert Aires Chorus rehearsal and have enjoyed singing 
with this great group of men for many years, even though it is only 6 months of the year. 
 Through many years of singing, I have sung baritone in 4 quartets and have helped 
charter 2 choruses, one in Ohio and one in Michigan.  Barbershop singing has been a 
very enjoyable passion and it keeps me grounded.

My interests over the years have been spending time with our family, our 
extended families, sports, woodworking, reading, rehabing houses, singing, RVing, and 
traveling.

We have lived in Indiana, Washington, Ohio, Michigan, Arizona and Mexico 
City.  We have been blessed with 4 children, 13 grandchildren and 5 great 
grandchildren.  We celebrate our 67th anniversary this year.  And I am looking forward to 
another awesome winter with the Desert Aires. 

KEEP THE WHOLE WORLD SINGING
Ted is a baritone and an old time barbershopper

************************************************************************************* 

Your Attention Please
The Sun Cities Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society also known as the Desert Aires is 
celebrating its 30th year in 2026, bringing music in close harmony to the northwest valley.

Would you help us to think of ways to honor the previous members of the Desert Aires Barbershop 
Chorus

The Desert Aires Chorus, began with just eight men in 1976 prior to joining the Barbershop 
Harmony Society, and is celebrating its 50th year in 2026.
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Go To Barbershop.org/events
��



��


