Desert Aires

Barbershop Chorus

ENTERTAINING THE WEST VALLEY

from the desk

of the President...

Welcome to November! More and more snowbirds are arriving, and we are all glad
to see them. We have voted by acclamation on the 2026 Board of Directors and I'm

happy to announce the details:

President: Roy Botterbusch

Secretary: Bob Geinosky

Treasurer: Rich Harvey

VP Music: Dave Moses

VP Membership: Mike McGinnis

VP Program: Brion Grant

VP Marketing and Webmaster: Aaron Burleson
Member at Large (1 Year): Bill Shaw
Member at Large (2 Year): Barney Barnhart
Member at Large (3 Year): Greg Layne
Thanks to all who have volunteered!

-Rich
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Steve Clausing

| was raised in Hartford, a small town in south-eastern
Wisconsin. As a sophomore in high school, | started singing in my first barbershop
quartet, “2/3 of ¥ Dozen”. We also started singing with the Men-o-Harmonee,
Menomonee Falls SPEBSQSA chorus. At that time, the SPEBSQSA headquarters
was located in Kenosha, Wisconsin. We were doing a lot of gigs in the area and got
to work with some of the staff in Kenosha. In 1976, Marriott corporation was opening
a new amusement park in Gurnee, lllinois and they were looking for a barbershop
quartet to entertain in the park. When Marriott asked the headquarters in Kenosha
for suggestions, they thought we were a great fit! So, we spent the summer of 1976
as a quartet of singing firemen in an ice cream parlor, sliding down the fire pole in
Hometown Square. Not a bad summer job for a 16 year old kid. The only break we
took was to spend a week at Harmony College in St. Joseph, Missouri getting
guartet coaching from some of the best in the business.

After high school, | attended Lawrence University, Conservatory of
Music in Appleton, Wisconsin graduating with a degree in vocal music performance.
During college, | was studying classical music and performing art songs and
contemporary opera. | then attended the New England Conservatory of Music in
Boston for a half a year but after some health issues and realizing | would like to
earn a better living | decided to return to Wisconsin and attend the Fox Valley
Technical Institute in Appleton to study IT. (Information Technology)

Over the next 40 years or so | did computer programming, technical
planning, and management for multiple companies in Wisconsin, lllinois, and
Kentucky. As time permitted, | sang solos, sang with church choirs, sang in a couple
more barbershop choruses and a few more quartets. In 1990, while in Appleton, |
married my wife, Gail. We met at a singles dinner and our first real date was when |
invited her to the Appleton Fox Valley Aires barbershop chorus’ annual show, the
next weekend. It turned out that | stood next to a friend in the chorus and he and his
wife were hosting the after afterglow. Ironically, Gail had moved back to Wisconsin
recently as a nurse manager and worked with my friend’s wife. They always liked to
take credit for our first date and for our getting married! Even as we dated, we found
more connections. Gail's parents played bridge with multiple members of the chorus
and so they had to make sure that | was good enough to marry their daughter.
Evidently, | met with their approval and we have been married for 35 years. We
raised our 2 children in Wisconsin, where they still both live with their families. In
2014, we were living near Louisville, Kentucky where | was working. Gail had retired
from work and we were looking for a place to retire to. We did not have family in or
ties to the Louisville area and Wisconsin winters were just too cold. So, we made the
move to Arizona. Fortunately, the company | worked for let me work remotely but |
did need to work on east coast hours. After covid, | decided to retire and while | was
singing in and serving as the assistant director with the local community chorus, |
was looking for more singing options. The first call | made was to the Desert Aires
and | have enjoyed the songs and camaraderie ever since.

Steve anchors the bass section & sings with the Off The Clock quartet



FWD Senior Singers

Far Western Senior Chorus had judges in awe!!! The overall score
of 68.9 was achieved by the Senior Chorus in Fresno. The FWD Senior Singers
had 46 men and women on stage, and placed 11 out of the 19 Choruses
competing. The 3 judges who critiqued the chorus asked how long the chorus
was together and how often they rehearsed. The director, Cary Burns explained
the the chorus did hold three "Zoom" meetings to discuss the selected music,
“Thanks for the Memory” and “Only You”. He then told the judges that the
chorus had 1 hour rehearsal last night and another half hour prior to going on
stage. The Desert Aires provided six singers.

It is certainly possible that when other seniors realize how well

ve done in Fresno, they will join the FWD Senior Singers and compete for
en b-t,-" score
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If you plan to attend the Mid-Winter International, you can sing with the FWD

Senior Singers. The two songs that will be sung by the FWD senior Singers are
“Only You” and “Thanks for the Memory ™.

As more information becomes available, we’ll send out email blasts.
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2026 MIDWINTERICONVENHON

* PASADENA

JANUARY 13-18, 2026 * PASADENA, CALIFORNIA

DON'T MISS OUT

SHOWS & SPECIAL
REGISTER EVENTS HOTELS !e VENUES

YOU'LL LOVE OUR SHOWS!

TOP PERFORMERS ALREADY CONFIRMED—

= Lemon Squeezy

= Gimme Four

= First Take

= Full Effect

= The NewFangled Four
= Radiant

= The Westminster Chorus

For More Information

Go To Barbershop.org/events



IF EACH
DAY IS
AGIFT..

CAN WE
GET A REFUND
ON THE SHITTY

ONES..

* OdQ)’ i'm doing #

NO 'rumg

Because i star{ed
DoING (T YESTERDAY AND

¥ HASN’T FINISHED

And i'm no OUH-J-DY

A day without music s like...

..just kidding.
I have no idea what that’s like!

KNOW BETTER

People who make
MUSIC TOGETHER
cannot be enemaies,

AT LEAST VWHILE THE MUSIC LASTS.

PAUL HINDEMITH

Editor—Bob
Geinosky
rgeinosky@gmail
.com
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