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I was raised in Hartford, a small town in south-eastern 
Wisconsin. As a sophomore in high school, l started singing in my first barbershop 
quartet, “2/3 of ½ Dozen”. We also started singing with the Men-o-Harmonee, 
Menomonee Falls SPEBSQSA chorus. At that time, the SPEBSQSA headquarters 
was located in Kenosha, Wisconsin. We were doing a lot of gigs in the area and got 
to work with some of the staff in Kenosha. In 1976, Marriott corporation was opening 
a new amusement park in Gurnee, Illinois and they were looking for a barbershop 
quartet to entertain in the park. When Marriott asked the headquarters in Kenosha 
for suggestions, they thought we were a great fit! So, we spent the summer of 1976 
as a quartet of singing firemen in an ice cream parlor, sliding down the fire pole in 
Hometown Square. Not a bad summer job for a 16 year old kid. The only break we 
took was to spend a week at Harmony College in St. Joseph, Missouri getting 
quartet coaching from some of the best in the business.

After high school, I attended Lawrence University, Conservatory of 
Music in Appleton, Wisconsin graduating with a degree in vocal music performance. 
During college, I was studying classical music and performing art songs and 
contemporary opera. I then attended the New England Conservatory of Music in 
Boston for a half a year but after some health issues and realizing I would like to 
earn a better living I decided to return to Wisconsin and attend the Fox Valley 
Technical Institute in Appleton to study IT. (Information Technology)

Over the next 40 years or so I did computer programming, technical 
planning, and management for multiple companies in Wisconsin, Illinois, and 
Kentucky. As time permitted, I sang solos, sang with church choirs, sang in a couple 
more barbershop choruses and a few more quartets. In 1990, while in Appleton, I 
married my wife, Gail. We met at a singles dinner and our first real date was when I 
invited her to the Appleton Fox Valley Aires barbershop chorus’ annual show, the 
next weekend. It turned out that I stood next to a friend in the chorus and he and his 
wife were hosting the after afterglow. Ironically, Gail had moved back to Wisconsin 
recently as a nurse manager and worked with my friend’s wife. They always liked to 
take credit for our first date and for our getting married! Even as we dated, we found 
more connections. Gail’s parents played bridge with multiple members of the chorus 
and so they had to make sure that I was good enough to marry their daughter. 
Evidently, I met with their approval and we have been married for 35 years. We 
raised our 2 children in Wisconsin, where they still both live with their families. In 
2014, we were living near Louisville, Kentucky where I was working. Gail had retired 
from work and we were looking for a place to retire to. We did not have family in or 
ties to the Louisville area and Wisconsin winters were just too cold. So, we made the 
move to Arizona. Fortunately, the company I worked for let me work remotely but I 
did need to work on east coast hours. After covid, I decided to retire and while I was 
singing in and serving as the assistant director with the local community chorus, I 
was looking for more singing options. The first call I made was to the Desert Aires 
and I have enjoyed the songs and camaraderie ever since.

Steve anchors the bass section & sings with the Off The Clock quartet

Steve Clausing
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Go To Barbershop.org/events

For More Information
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