from the desk

of the President...

Hello everyone,

As the year draws to a close, | want to take a moment to reflect on
what an incredible journey this year has been for our chorus. From
our first rehearsal in January to our upcoming December holiday
performances, we’ve grown in sound, in spirit, and in friendship. Each

week, your dedication, laughter, and love of music have filled the
room with harmony.

December is always a special month for Barbershoppers. We share
our music with audiences who need a little extra joy, and we remind
ourselves why we sing: to connect, to lift each other up, and to spread
harmony in the world. Whether we’re ringing chords on stage, caroling
at community events, or just sharing a few songs among friends,
every note matters.

Thank you for all you've given this year — your time, your voices, and
energy. To our director, board members, and volunteers: your hard
work makes it all possible. | will be handing over the reins to Roy next
month and we can all be confident about the future with his steady
leadership.

Let’'s enjoy this season of music and togetherness, recharge over the
holidays, and come back in the new year ready to make even more
great music together.

Wishing you and your families a joyful holiday season and a
harmonious New Year!

In Harmony,

-Rich

Desert Aires

Barbershop Chorus

ENTERTAINING THE WEST VALLEY
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https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/news/articles/2022/08/harnessing-the-healing-power-of-music
https://www.communicatingpsychologicalscience.com/blog/the-neuroscience-of-singing-what-happens-to-your-brain-when-you-sing
https://www.communicatingpsychologicalscience.com/blog/the-neuroscience-of-singing-what-happens-to-your-brain-when-you-sing

FWD Senior Singers

Far Western Senior Chorus had judges in awe!!! The overall score
of 68.9 was achieved by the Senior Chorus in Fresno. The FWD Senior Singers
had 46 men and women on stage, and placed 11 out of the 19 Choruses
competing. The 3 judges who critiqued the chorus asked how long the chorus
was together and how often they rehearsed. The director, Cary Burns explained
the the chorus did hold three "Zoom" meetings to discuss the selected music,
“Thanks for the Memory” and “Only You”. He then told the judges that the
chorus had 1 hour rehearsal last night and another half hour prior to going on
stage. The Desert Aires provided six singers.

It is certainly possible that when other seniors realize how well
we’ve done in Fresno, they will join the FWD Senior Singers and compete for
an even better score.

If you plan to attend the Mid-Winter International, you can sing with the FWD
Senior Singers. The two songs that will be sung by the FWD senior Singers are
“Only You” and “Thanks for the Memory”.

As more information becomes available, we’ll send out email blasts.




2026 MIDWINTER CONVENTION

* PASADENA

JANUARY 13-18, 2026 » PASADENA, CALIFORNIA

DON'T MISS OUT

SHOWS & SPECIAL
REGISTER EVENTS HOTELS & VENUES
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YOU'LL LOVE OUR SHOWS!

TOP PERFORMERS ALREADY CONFIRMED—
* Lemon Squeezy

e Gimme Four

e First Take

e Full Effect

e The NewFangled Four

- Radiant

* The Westminster Chorus







Someone switched

LIFE IS SHORT, TIME IS FAST,
NO REPLAY. NO REWIND. my regular coffee for
0 ENJOY EVERY decaf as a joke, they

EVERY MOMENT should be ouf of the
hospifal by this

weekend!

She said she
missed me.
Normally, that
would be good, but
she's reloading!

YESTERDAY,
) AND | AM




